Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 122780 
64 

ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA:ARDAY:TH 
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY 
NEA:ALATHERTON, JR. 

OSD/ISA: JNOYES 
S/S:0:DLMACK 

074700 

O 190302Z MAY 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 122780 

EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, JO, US 

SUBJECT: BROWNMAN VISIT 

REF: AMMAN 2622 

1 . FYI: WE HAVE CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY BROWNMAN'S BEING IN AMMAN DURING AND IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THE VISIT OF THE SOVIET TEAM. AS YOU SAY, HIS VISIT 

HAS BEEN LONG PLANNED AND CANCELLATION NOW WOULD UNDOUBTED- 
LY BE READ BY THE JORDANIANS AS A U.S. POLITICAL REACTION 
TO HAWK DEVELOPMENTS AND JORDANIAN MOVES TOWARD THE SOVIETS 
IN THE ARMS FIELD. WE ASSUME THAT THE VISIT ITSELF COULD 
BE CONDUCTED WITHOUT IMMEDIATE EMBARRASSMENT TO BROWNMAN 
IF THE JORDANIANS HAVE, AS YOU REPORT, SCHEDULED THEM TO 
AVOID ENCOUNTERING THE SOVIETS. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, I DO NOT THINK WE SHOULD GO THROUGH WITH 
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FOLLOWING THE SOVIET TEAM. IT WOULD INEVITABLY LEAD TO 
SPECULATION ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE TWO VISITS. IT 
WOULD AT BEST SEEM INAPPROPRIATE AND INHERENTLY SOMEWHAT 
EMBARRASSING TO HAVE BROWNMAN APPEAR IN AMMAN IN THE 
CONTEXT OF A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED VISIT OF A SENIOR SOVIET 
MILITARY TEAM. SO FAR AS OUR SIGNAL TO THE JORDANIANS IS 

CONCERNED, I THINK AN INDICATION AT THIS STAGE THAT THEY 
CANNOT HAVE IT ENTIRELY BOTH WAYS WOULD BE USEFUL. THEY 
WOULD DOUBTLESS READ THE CANCELLATION AS REFLECTING A 
NEGATIVE REACTION ON OUR PART TO WHAT THEY ARE DOING, 

AND THIS COULD HAVE SALUTARY LONGER RANGE EFFECTS. 

END FYI. 

3. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE TELL THE JORDANIANS THAT WE HAVE 
DECIDED IT WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE TO HAVE BROWNMAN 
VISITING AMMAN DURING OR IN THE WAKE OF THE SOVIET VISIT. 

THE JUXTAPOSITION OF THE TWO VISITS WOULD INEVITABLY BE 
NOTED AND LEAD TO ADDITIONAL UNHELPFUL SPECULATION THAT 
WE WOULD PREFER NOT TO HAVE TO DEAL WITH AT THIS TIME. 

WE ARE SURE THAT OTHER MEANS CAN BE FOUND TO DEAL WITH 
THE QUESTIONS HE WOULD HAVE RAISED. BROWNMAN WILL 
THEREFORE NOT BE VISITING AMMAN AT THIS TIME. WE THINK 

IT IS IN BOTH OUR INTEREST TO AVOID PUBLICITY ABOUT 
CANCELLATION OF BROWNMAN VISIT AND WILL DO OUR BEST TO 
HANDLE MATTER QUIETLY. IF WE DO GET QUERIES, WE WILL 
SIMPLY SAY THAT WE DECIDED VISIT WAS NOT NECESSARY AT 
THIS TIME. 

4. FOR JIDDA: PLEASE PASS TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
BROWNMAN. KISSINGER 
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